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TERMINATION OF PROJECT CATRANSIT

1., It is requested that Project CATRANSIT be terminated
effective 30 June 1969.

2. BACKGROUND

With the erection of the Berlin Wall in August 1961,
German Nationals residing in West Berlin could no longer visit
East Germany thereby denying[ \the use of available West
‘Berlin courier agents. To remedy this situation, Project
CATRANSIT was established in 1964 with the objective to develop
and maintain a courier pool adequate to sustain secure commun-
‘ications with agents residing in East Berlin and/or East
‘Germany. This project consolidated the fiscal and operational
management of several categories off :]agent/couriers whose
expenses had previously been charged to O0OA. In 1966 for the
‘purpose of a more manageahle accounting of funds the West
‘Berlin assets were separated from the CATRANSIT Project and
‘put under a separate project to be known as Project CABUS,
'However, operational requirements at[ jdictated a greater
emphasis on the Berlin-based (CABUS) couriers so actually °
‘during the Fiscal Year of 1969 Project CATRANSIT served only
to back up, and when necessary, to supplement Project CABUS,
By Fiscal Year 1970, Project CABUS had adequate personnel,
'composed of third country nationals, to meet the courier
needs of BOB thereby fully assuming all the functions previously
‘carried out under Project CATRANSIT, Therefore Project ) :
'CATRANSIT is no longer needed and is being terminated., E

3. EFFECTIVENESS

' During its life time Project CATRANSIT successfully
'met its objectives of prov1d1ng£- ;glth a number of trained
couriers able to cross into East BeTlin and support the agents
inside East Berlin, These couriers infiltrated and dead-

dropped material including East German and other Bloc countries
currency, SW material, briefing material, cameras and accessories,
radio trapsmitters and radio receivers as well as performing
‘other -operational tasks. These activities were carried out at

a time wheq%_ lhad no other Berlin based assets capable of
carrying ou¥ such missions, _



4. PERSONNEL

Except as noted under "SECURITY" below, final
disposition of former CATRANSIT agents has been as follows:

a, CARCASSA 80 has been placed under the CAFCLD
Project and encrypted CAFOLD 55.

b. Loose contact is being maintained with CATRANSIT
19 for the purpose of possibly using him on another support
project. .

c. All other agents have bheen terminated. The
terminations were amicable and have posed no special problem.

5. SECURITY

There is no known risk to any component of CIA in
terminating this Project and its assets. As a rule the
couriers on this project were of a generally high quality.
Out of a total of approximately 40 courier/agents covered
by this project during its life time, the following two are
the only ones known to have been compromised.

~ a. CAPERCH-11: A 51 year old German woman who was
arrested 9 September 1965 while on a mission in East Berlin,
sentenced for document falsification to 18 months impriscnment
and released 8 December 1966. Following her release and the
debriefings, it was concluded that her arrest was due to a
flaw in a CIA manufactured alias identity document used for
the mission. Although CAPERCH-1l1l has been officially termi-
nated and paid a settlement, loose contact is being maintained
with her because she contracted tuberculosis while imprisoned.
When a final determination of CAPERCH-11's health problems
can be made, an appropriate additional settlement will be made.
However, this can be paid out of OOA.

b. CATRANSIT-50: A 45 year old German man who was
arrested 28 January 1966 while on a courier mission intoc East
Germany and charged with espionage, He was sentenced to four
years in prison but was released 25 August 1967 after serving
18 months, CATRANSIT-60's family received $375 a month from
CIA while he was in prison. After CATRANSIT-30 was released
from prison, he was debriefed, polygraphed and given a prison




compensation payment for which he appeared well satisfied.

He signed a Quit Claim and no further contact with this agent
is anticipated and there are no foreseeable handling problems
arising from his resettlement,

6. FINANCE

The CATRANSIT Project_was approved for the FY 69 in
the amount of] of which/ ., yas expended. There are
no ocutstandinf financial commItments and any future expendi-
tures, as stated under "SECURITY", will be fuanded from OOA.
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